October 2011
Dear 

Thank you for your past support of flood control. In previous years, the Energy & Water Appropriation Bill has included funding for the Corps of Engineers’ Upper Mississippi River Comprehensive Plan.  

We are writing today to seek your assistance in securing an appropriation of $5 million towards the Corps of Engineers’ Upper Mississippi River Comprehensive Plan.  The Comprehensive Plan offers our best hope for a long-term solution to catastrophic flooding on the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers. We are asking for an appropriation of $5 million total capability (efficient funding level for FY12). 
2011 was a historic year for flooding, particularly for the Lower Mississippi River Valley and its tributaries. Significant snowmelts in the north and a weather pattern that dropped record rain falls in the south were the major causes. But the damage could have been much worse.  A comprehensive system of levees, spillways and floodways prevented a far greater disaster. According to economists, the system in place in the Lower Mississippi Valley saved taxpayers more than $200 billion in damages from the Flood of 2011.  

There are currently $302 billion in assets in the Upper Mississippi River Valley, only 4 percent of which are insured.  It is in every taxpayer’s best interest to protect these valuable assets, which is what the Comprehensive Plan for Flood Control is designed to do.

Equally important, there is now solid research that shows this region of our nation will achieve its full potential only when we take steps to enhance flood protection and improve navigation on the Upper Mississippi.  In fact, the Tennessee Valley Authority recently released a report showing that every $1 spent on flood control at the 500-year level will generate at least a five-fold return on the costs of making the improvements.

These gains would materialize as increased farm income, damages avoided, enhanced economic development – the most significant factor – and the spending that would result from increased wealth.  Enhancing flood control would create jobs and increase income in the region.  Permanent employment, for instance, is anticipated to grow by 27,000 new jobs in the five-state Upper Mississippi region.  Industry will not make these investments, however, until flood protection is provided.

The Corps of Engineers needs this appropriation to complete this important study and we seek your support for this effort.
Additionally, we urge your continued support for new and expanded locks on the Upper Mississippi River.  As you are aware, this project is a critical component of our economic viability. 
Sincerely,

