Please note that in order to be effective, a support letter needs to be put in your words and include detail about why you are concerned about flood control, especially your recent experiences.  The text below is provided only as a sample to help you in drafting your letter of support.  If you need additional information or assistance, please contact the UMIMRA office at 217/522-4109.
Dear :

As a resident of the Upper Mississippi River Valley, I am writing today to express my     support for flood protection for our region, and to ask for your help. 
Recent events have demonstrated, once again, the tremendous toll that catastrophic flooding takes and how unprepared our nation remains to deal with such disasters.  The bottom line is that we are no more prepared today than we were in 1993 to defend our citizens and our economy from these catastrophes.  
I am seeking your assistance in ensuring that we finally take action to prevent future flooding.  We spend tens of billions every decade to clean up after these disasters strike.   I believe it makes more sense to invest in preventing catastrophic flooding.
The good news is that the US Army Corps of Engineers has already spent years studying this problem and we now know that flood control is achievable and how to accomplish it.  In its Upper Mississippi River Comprehensive Plan, the Corps identified a range of options.  Specifically, I support Plan H because it offers the greatest level of protection to the greatest number of residents in the Upper Mississippi Valley.  Plan H calls for 500-year flood protection for most currently-protected urban and agricultural areas and 500-year ring levees with no new development for unprotected towns.
Clearly, the greatest benefit to implementing this plan is the protection of human life.  But there are many other essential benefits that can be derived and will be realized only when adequate flood protection is put in place.   The obvious benefit is the savings that will be realized by investing now in flood control so that we avoid the staggering economic damages that we saw in 1993 and will see again this year.  

There is now also solid research that shows that this region of our nation will achieve its full potential only when we take steps to enhance flood protection in the Upper Mississippi.  In fact, a study conducted by the Tennessee Valley Authority shows that every $1 spent on flood control at the 500-year level will generate nearly a five-fold return on the costs of making the improvements.  These gains would materialize as increased farm income, damages avoided, enhanced economic development – the most significant factor – and the spending that would result from increased wealth.  Permanent employment, for instance, is anticipated to grow by 27,000 new jobs in the five-state Upper Mississippi region. 
You can help in this effort by supporting legislation to authorize Plan H of the Comprehensive Plan.  It is a question of “when” and not “if” another disaster will occur in this region.  Investing now will protect public health, life and safety and save untold billions in the future.   Thank you for your consideration
Sincerely,
