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FEMA Announces Modification to its Disaster Assistance Policy
Responds to UMIMRA’s Call for Reinstatement of Flood 

Fighting and Clean-Up Funds from Federal Government
Springfield, IL -- The Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) today released a memo modifying its February 25, 2009 policy which would have required flood victims to pay for the costs of fighting and recovering from floods – without financial assistance from the federal government.  The February policy would have withheld financial support for expenses incurred by levee and drainage districts in fighting and recovering from future catastrophic flooding.  

The revision deletes references to “debris removal or flood fighting activities” from the list of unfunded expenses on federal levees managed by the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE.)  The August 5 memo also states that FEMA is actively engaged with USACE to clarify roles and responsibilities of federal agencies the provide assistance for levees and flood control works, and that there will be a new policy once concerns have been addressed and the policies can be fully coordinated.   
“We appreciate FEMA’s response to the concerns that were raised by the Iowa, Illinois and Missouri Congressional delegations.  For those of us in the Upper Valley, many of whom are still recovering from the 2008 floods, these are critical issues,” said David McMurray, Chairman of the Upper Mississippi, Illinois & Missouri Rivers Association.  “With our membership of key stakeholders, UMIMRA looks forward to working with FEMA and the Corps to evaluate how flood recovery assistance can best be addressed in the future.  Until then, we are relieved that levee and drainage districts will not be left holding the bag.”
“UMIMRA has have long advocated for a comprehensive approach to flood control policy that would avert catastrophic flooding,” McMurray said.  “Until that plan is implemented, the Upper Mississippi Valley is caught in an ongoing cycle of flooding and cleaning up from flooding.  We thank our elected officials for their leadership on these issues.”
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