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Will New FEMA Policy Require Flood Victims To Pay Flood Costs Themselves?
UMIMRA Calls For Reinstatement of Flood 

Fighting and Clean-Up Funds from Federal Government
Springfield, IL -- The Upper Mississippi, Illinois & Missouri Rivers Association (UMIMRA) today called on the Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) to reverse its newly announced policy that may require flood victims pay for the costs of fighting and recovering from floods – without financial assistance from the federal government.

The new FEMA policy appears to withhold financial support for expenses incurred by levee and drainage districts in fighting and recovering from future catastrophic flooding.  

The new policy -- implemented without public input -- eliminates reimbursement for flood fighting, dewatering, debris removal and other emergency work incurred by levee and drainage districts in the course of defending residents and their property during flood events.  It specifically affects federal levees managed by the US Army Corps of Engineers. 

“This action by FEMA now leaves thousands of residents in the Upper Valley without any way to pay for the costs associated with flooding and its aftermath,” said David McMurray, Chairman of the Upper Mississippi, Illinois & Missouri Rivers Association.  “It represents a major policy change that, at a minimum, should have been thoroughly communicated to landowners and carefully considered by lawmakers.”

“We are asking FEMA to reverse its decision immediately until a more careful evaluation of the impact can be undertaken.  With the flood season again upon us, it is critical that levee and drainage districts not be left holding the bag.”

“We have long advocated for a comprehensive approach to flood control policy that would avert catastrophic flooding,” McMurray said.  “Until that plan is implemented, the Upper Mississippi Valley is caught in an ongoing cycle of flooding and cleaning up from flooding.”
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