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Regional Economic Data

Fact Sheet 
· A new study undertaken by the Tennessee Valley Authority estimates that public and private assets in the Upper Mississippi and Illinois River Valleys totals $302 billion, only 4 percent of which is insured.

· The study shows significant economic benefits to the region if efforts are ultimately undertaken to enhance flood protection and improve navigation on the Upper Mississippi. 

Comprehensive Plan Benefits

· If the Comprehensive Plan for Flood Control – currently under study by the Army Corps of Engineers – were implemented at the 500-year protection level, the five state Upper Mississippi area could anticipate at least a five-fold return on the improvement costs.  

· In other words, for every $1 spent on comprehensive flood control at the 500-year level, the region would gain nearly $7 dollars in increased farm income, damages avoided, enhanced economic development and the spending that would result from increased wealth.  

· This study demonstrates that enhancing flood control will create jobs and increase income in this region of the country, but these are investments that industry will not make until flood protection is provided.  

· Specific economic benefits include lower private insurance premiums and the potential for lower taxes dues to less stress on infrastructure.  Land values would increase based on enhanced flood protection.

· Permanent employment could increase by as much as 25,000 employees in the Mississippi and Illinois floodplains.

· Farm land would become more productive with increased flood protection.  Data shows that farm income would increase by an average of $193.50 per acre.

Navigation Study Benefits

· Similarly, every dollar spent improving navigation on the Mississippi River, would generate $2.78 to $8.00 dollars in increased gross regional product.  

· For Alternative 6 specifically, the return ranges from $2.71 to $4.35 per dollar spent, depending on which scenario is ultimately adopted.

· Proposed ecosystem improvements would also generate significant impact on the gross regional product since the region would become a more attractive place to live and work.  Estimates are that every $1 spent in making ecosystem improvements would generate $1.60 in benefits, including construction and amenity improvements.
