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The Upper Mississippi River Comprehensive Plan for Flood Control
The Need for Flood Control
· The impact of the Flood of 1993 was devastating:  $15 billion in damages, lost earnings and wages, loss of human life, environmental and cultural damage, and damage to 72,000 homes.  
· Since that time, UMIMRA has advocated for a sound and common-sense approach to flood control.  We believe it is time to bring the same level of commitment to the Upper Valley that the Lower Mississippi Valley has enjoyed since the early 1900s – a comprehensive and sustained program to prevent flooding and its catastrophic aftermath.   

· In 2008, we were reminded again of the tremendous toll that catastrophic flooding takes.  It is clear that we are little more prepared now than we were in 1993 to defend our citizens or our economy.
· It is a question of “when” and not “if,” a similar major flood event will occur in this region.  It is time to end this senseless approach in which government at all levels regularly and repeatedly spends billions of taxpayer dollars for flood recovery, but fails to sufficiently plan to prevent the problem from happening again.
· Equally important, there is solid research that now shows that this region of our nation will achieve its full potential only when we take steps to enhance flood protection and improve navigation on the Upper Mississippi.  
· A study conducted by the Tennessee Valley Authority shows that every $1 spent on flood control at the 500-year level will generate nearly a regional five-fold return on the costs of making the improvements.

The Benefits of Systemic Flood Control







· Clearly, the greatest benefit is protecting human life.

· There are significant economic benefits as well that result when adequate flood protection is put in place. 

· Economic gains would materialize as increased farm and urban income, damages avoided, enhanced economic development – the most significant factor – and the spending that would result from increased economic activity.  
· Enhancing flood control would create jobs and increase income in the region.  Permanent employment, for instance, is anticipated to grow by 27,000 new jobs in the five-state Upper Mississippi region.  
· Industry will not make these investments, however, until flood protection is provided.
Where We Stand

· The Army Corps of Engineers has completed its draft Upper Mississippi River Comprehensive Plan outlining a range of options.  UMIMRA has proposed that additional study be undertaken in order to fine-tune the final plan. 
· The study shows that system-wide flood protection is achievable.
Moving Forward














Your support is requested for a $5 million appropriation for continued planning and fine-tuning of the Comprehensive Plan.  
Specifically, the plan needs to be refined to: 
· Address locally desired options in Pike , St. Charles and Lincoln Counties in Missouri.
· Streamline the permitting process in Illinois, Missouri, and Iowa to reduce total cost.
· Develop flood easement options to help maintain productive agricultural use.  Not everyone in the Upper Valley will be able to improve to the 500 year design elevation.  Some landowners may prefer flood easements over structural improvements.  
For more information:  www.umimra.org  ●   217/522-4109 
